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 Spectacular Anna Shcherbakova (ROC) strikes Olympic gold  

Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games 

Anna Shcherbakova (ROC) skated off with the Olympic gold as a dramatic Women’s event at the Beijing 
2022 Olympic Winter Games concluded at the Capital Indoor Stadium Thursday. Teammate Alexandra 
Trusova rose from fourth to claim the silver medal while Japan’s Kaori Sakamoto earned the bronze. 
 
Spectacular Anna Shcherbakova leaves nothing on the table    

The spectacular Shcherbakova (ROC) left no points on the table. Skating to “Ruska”, “The Master and 
Margarita” and “Lacrimosa”, the reigning ISU World Champion reeled off a quad flip-triple toe, a solo 
quad flip as well as five triple jumps, two double Axels and level-four spins and footwork. She hit each 
accent of the music and her elements were precise as clockwork. The 2022 European silver medalist 
posted a new personal best with 175.75 points and racked up 255.95 points overall to strike gold.  
 
“During the performance I was very concentrated, I took it one element after the other. I kept it in my 
head, I have to stay focused and can't let go. I am thrilled I got over the nerves and that at the right 
moment at the right time I showed my best,” the 17-year-old Skater said. “(On the podium) I was trying 
to realize what just had happened and that I can exhale. I still need a couple of days to realize it's over. 
Honestly I didn't dream about that moment. I was working hard and think that the feeling I dreamed of 
was that I finished my performance and I did the best I can - that was what I dreamed about.” 
 
Alexandra Trusova risks it all    

“Cruella” Trusova (ROC) risked it all and went for five quadruple jumps. The 2021 World bronze medalist 
nailed a quad flip and followed up with a quadruple Salchow. She then stepped out of her quad toe, but 
hit a quad Lutz-triple toe and another, and slightly underrotated (q) her quad Lutz. The two-time 
European bronze medalist won the Free Skating with a new personal best of 177.13 points and moved 
up to second overall at 251.73 points.  
 
“I am very happy that I did five quads. It took me a long time to get there and I am pleased with my 
performance. I wanted to be like Nathan Chen, I looked at him, looked up to him and I hope I am like 
him,” Trusova told the press. “After the Short Program they (coaches) suggested me to take out the 
(quad) Salchow and to go with four quads, but I wanted to do five and I am very pleased that I did it at 
the Olympic Games.” 
 
Kaori Sakamoto shines    

Sakamoto (JPN) put out an excellent performance to “No More Fight Left In Me” that featured seven 
triple jumps and difficult spins and steps. The 2018 ISU Four Continents Champion achieved a personal 
best as well with 153.29 points to total 233.13 points. She remained in third place and won the fourth 
Olympic medal for a Japanese female Figure Skater.  
 
“I am more than surprised,” admitted the Japanese Champion. “I saw the score and at first I didn’t even 
realize that I was in third place. When I realized it, I was just surprised and happy. My coach (Sonoko 
Nakano) told me that the Gods were watching over me. I hugged her more than ever. In the past four 
years I have made many frustrating experiences. You can say that this success is the highlight. I am 
thrilled that my hard work has paid off now this way.” 
 
Kamila Valieva* (ROC), who led following the Short Program, crumbled under the pressure and made 
several errors to slip to fourth place at 224.09 points. 
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Wakaba Higuchi (JPN) landed a triple Axel in her program to “The Lion King”, but fell on a triple toe to 
come fifth at 214.44 points. “I fell on something that I usually don’t miss, but I was able to focus and to 
enjoy the atmosphere until the end. For the first time I was successful with my triple Axel in the Short 
Program and Free Skating. I hope that I can keep the memory of this for future competitions and continue 
to improve,” the 2018 World silver medalist shared.  
 
2020 Youth Olympic Games Champion Young You (KOR) delivered a solid performance to “Les 
Miserables”, she only underrotated her triple Axel and two triple toes. The Korean Champion finished 
sixth (213.09 points). “I’m very happy that I didn’t make a lot of mistakes with my short and long 
(programs) in the Olympics. That’s the happiest thing I felt,” she commented. 
 
Alysa Liu (USA) went for a triple Axel as well, and while she landed it, the rotation was incomplete and 
the jump was downgraded. The American pulled up one spot to seventh (208.95 points). Loena 
Hendrickx (BEL) placed eighth (206.79 points).  
 
The Figure Skating competition in Beijing continues Friday with the Pairs Short Program. 
 
 
 
*Following the hearing of the Ad hoc Division of the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in the arbitration procedures 
relating to Figure Skater Kamila Valieva (ROC), the International Skating Union (ISU) duly noted and will respect 
the ruling namely that the provisional suspension of Kamila Valieva remains lifted. Following on a request of the 
IOC for reasons of fairness, the ISU allowed a 25th Skater - Jenni Saarinen (FIN) - to participate in the Women Free 
Skating as Ms. Valieva ranked in the first 24 of the Short Program. Further information on ISU website. 
 
 
Stay connected with the ISU in Beijing:  

 
ISU Event webpage:   Figure Skating Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games  
    Schedule 

  Results    
  General Media Information 
  Press Packs 
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Skating in Beijing:   Subscribe to our daily Newsletter to get the latest news from the 

Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games 

  
  
 
 
Podcast:    The Ice Skating Podcast – Olympic Special Editions 

  
 
 
 

 
What’s coming?   Friday, February 18, 2022  
    Pairs Short Program, 18:30 (local time) 
 
     Saturday, February 19, 2022  
    Pairs Free Skating, 19:00 (local time) 
 
 

http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00014149.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00102446.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00103196.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00014747.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00014747.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00034234.htm
https://www.isu.org/isu-news/news/145-news/14001-isu-statement-beijing-2022-ioc-executive-board-decision?templateParam=15
https://www.isu.org/figure-skating/events/olympic-winter-games/fsk-beijing-2022
https://results.isu.org/schedules/OWG2022_ColouredTimeSchedule.pdf
https://results.isu.org/results/season2122/owg2022/
https://www.isu.org/events/eventdetail/12633/33/olympic-winter-games-2022-figure-skating?templateParam=11
https://cloudisu.sharepoint.com/sites/SharedDocs/Media/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSharedDocs%2FMedia%2FISU%20Speed%20Skating%202021%2D22%2FSS%2DOWG%2DBeijing%202022%2FPress%20Packs&p=true
https://cloudisu.sharepoint.com/sites/SharedDocs/Media/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSharedDocs%2FMedia%2FISU%20Speed%20Skating%202021%2D22%2FSS%2DOWG%2DBeijing%202022%2FPress%20Releases&p=true
https://www.isu.org/figure-skating/entries-results/biographies
https://isu.org/media-centre/mailing-lists/newsletter
https://www.isu.org/isu-news/news/145-news/13947-the-ice-skating-podcast-olympic-special-editions?templateParam=15


 
 
 
Social Media:  
  

 

Skating ISU     @isuskating 
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About the International Skating Union 

The International Skating Union (ISU), founded in 1892, is the oldest governing international winter sport federation 
and the exclusive international sport federation recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
administering the sports of Figure Skating (Single & Pair Skating and Ice Dance), Synchronized Skating, Speed 
Skating and Short Track Speed Skating worldwide. The objectives of the ISU are to regulate, govern, promote and 
develop its sports on the basis of friendship and mutual understanding between athletes. Currently three ISU 
disciplines are included in the Olympic Winter Games program (Figure Skating, Speed Skating and Short Track 
Speed Skating). For further information please visit isu.org. 
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